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~ OF PAST, PRESENT
~ ANDFUTURE

Withih one-of Kuala Lumpur’s most-tranquil enclaves,
~the Annexe-house extension reconciles-its modernity-and
the past by embracing the power of family.
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riving into Damansara Heights is like putting on

pair of noise-cancelling headphones; one minute,

you're surrounded by the endless cacophony of

It's an

Kuala Lumpur traffic, the next, total silence.

i

impressive feat of escapism consid e area’s

ering tf
proximity to the city. As | take a winding road past homes from
various eras, it's evident that residents here continue to enjoy
their relalive peace and calm. Even the trees, branches and
vines grey with age, contrive towards seclusion and solitude
obscuring entire houses like the anes lining the cul-de-sac I've
wrned into. Among these homes, is Jelutong House

The familiar sight of a late-sixties and early-seventies
Malaysian bungalow greets me, with its trademark sloping car
porch, white stucco walls, red brickwork and black-painted grilles.

out fram this old residence, and it's very

e proje

Something

ve |

twenty-first century. And as far as extensions go, rarely hay
seen one that fits in with the original quite like this. | make the
short trek up the inclined driveway to meet the owner and her

ntriguing abode.

EARTHLY TIES

p into a generous living area-cum-hall that | imagine must've

hosted quite a few parties in its day, suggested in part by the
classic green-leather-upholstered bar counter near the main
entrance. And while parts of this interior have seen a modes
upgrade, certain elements like the vertical timber wall panelling
and white terrazzo flooring, continue to speak of their time. In
fact, it's hard to believe the zrea being anything other than an old
KL subur

Damansara Heights was once just a rubber estate cn a hill. “The
2 J

), yet according to Datin Valerie Yong, Lhe home owner,

whole place wasn't even developed,” she tells me, recollecting @

and had acquired he land with

time when she and her late hus

the help of his employer. “Of course, we had no money to build a

house. So, we sold tne land to a contractor, and bought a linked

house instead.
The Yongs' relationship with the property would persist over
the years. Having built the original house, which incidentally won

a PAM House Award in 1970, the contractor then sold it to a family

of doctors, who so happened to be acquainted with the Yongs:
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1. The Jelutong
House scratches on
the importance of
family values through
an integrated

design scheme
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“In 1973, they wanted 10 migrate to Australia,” Datin recalls,
“and when we bumped into each other at a party, they asked my
husband, would you like to buy back your land? So, we did. It's so
funny, we were destined to live here.” Since 1975, the house has
put a roof over three generations of Yongs. The vicissitudes of
life, however, would prompt its first major transformation in forty-
five years,

HOME WITHIN A HOME
“When my daughter, Beverly decided to come here and look
after me, they didn’t want to just move in. They wantec their own
privacy, their own wing,” recalls the Datin. With that direction
agreed upon, Beverly, who is an art consultant, got in touch with
renowned local practice, Studio Bikin, and the project began
in earnesl.

“It's a2 self-contained unit, it even has its own kitchen,”
explains Shamin Sahrum, the assistant architect of Studio Bixin
who cversaw censtruction, Built on the existing patio and garden,
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the lwo-storey Annexe is compact in its 10m x 4.5m footprint,
and is connected to the main house on both levels. To me,
t resembles a studio apartment, a sentiment Shamin shares,
but it's far from being a tiny home. Generous floor-to-ceiling
neights, cffered by an unadorned concrete soffit below and a
soaring flying roof above, make spaces seem considerably larger.

Coupled with folding doors that open out to lawn and patio,
and windows with panoramic views, all of which almost full height,
you instantly have a home that offers more than those three or
four times the size. Even when you're climbing the Annexe’s
piece de resistance, a staircase of perforated metal treads arrayed
around a tubular core, you're constantly connected to the outside
world — well, as connected as your vision can take you before
those huge trees get in the way

STITCHING OLD AND NEW
Designing an extension for an old house isn't as straightforward
as you might think. There are always choices to be made,
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2. There is a touch of
‘brutalism’ in the structure
with deliberate exposure of
raw concrete finish

3. Looking at the dining
space, the composition is
calm and collection; much
like the entire structure itself

4. Unique juxtaposition seen
at the staircase area
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